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CVE-27/A16-3(1)  U.8,S, SUWANNEE (CVE-27) ‘

(95emb)

Serial (i3 . ¢/o Fleet Post Office,
San Francisco, Calif,,

S~E~C=R-E~T 2

» 6 JUI 1945

Froms The Commanding Officer. ; :

To: Commander in Chief; United States Fleet.

Via: (1) Commander Carrier Division TWENTY-TWO

(Commander Task Unit 32.1,3), -

(2) Commander Escort Carrier Force, Pacific Fleet
(Commander Task Group 32.1).

(3) Commander Amphibious Group FOUR
(Commander Task Force 31).

(4) Commander THIRD Fleet, '

(5) Commander in Chief, Pacific Fleet,

Sub ject: Action Report, Operations in Support of Oceupation of
Okinawa, Nansei Shoto, 1 4pril - 16 June 1945.

Reference: (a) Articles 712, 874(6) U.S. Navy Regulations, 1920.
(b) PacFlt Conf, Ltr. 1CL-45 dated January 1945,
(c; Commander THIRD Fleet Standard Instructions 1-45.
(d) Commander Amphibious Forces, U,S, Pacifie Fleet
Operation Plan No, Al-45 dated 9 February 1945,
(e) Commander Escort Carrier Force Task Force Instructions
dated 1 February 1945. ;
(f) Commander Carrier Division 22 Operation Order No. 1-45.
dated 24 March 1945, :
(g) Commander Carrier Division 22 dispatch 170249 of June

1945,
Enclosure: (A) Eight photographs of damage caused by explosion on
: 2k May 1945, —p, S
1, ~ In compliance with reference (b), subje¢t Action Report in

eight parts, with enclosure (A), is submitted herewith,

Copy to:
Cominch (1) (advance)
Cincpac (3) (advance)
ComAirPac (1) (advance)
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U.S.S. SUNANNEE (CVE-27)
ACTION REPORT -~ OKINAWA

PART I
This ship, with Air Group FORTY aboard, participated in the rehearsal for
the Okinawa operation at Cuadalcanal on 5-6 Mareh 1945, and subsequently partici-

pated in the eccupation of Okinawa and the neutralization of enemy air bases in
the Sakishima Gunto during the period 1 April to 16 June 1945.

PART I1

This ship operated with Task Unit Fifty-Two point One point Three from the
beginning of the operation-up to 28 May 1945 and with Task Unit Thirty-Two point
One point Three thereafter, until 16 June 1945.
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U.S.S. SUWANNEE (CVE-27)
ACTION REPORT - OKINAWA

PART IIT - CHRONOLOGICAL ACCOUNT

A. Weather.

1. Weather eonditions in the vicinity of this vessel were almost without
exception faverable for flight eperations throughout the operatien. (n

4 June, however, all planes were secured during the afternoon and all the
following day due to a typhoon approaching from the south. The task unit
remained within a hundred-mile area southeast of Miyako Jima while the
typhoon passed to the east, curving northeast, No effects were felt from
this typhoon beyond a slight swell occasioned by it,

2. Weather ever Miyako and Ishigaki was usually poor for attack purposes.
Low ceilings and haze were a normal condition, and occasionally frontal
eonditions blotted out one or both islands. On a few oceasions flights

passed through fronts enroute to the target and on arrival found excellent
weather,

B.  Imortant Events.
1945
5-6 Mareh Air support missions flown in rehearsal at Guadalcanal for
Okinawa eperation,
14 March Underway at 1204(K) for Ulithi,
17-20 March Gunnery exereises eonducted with t"avjaed targets.
21 Mareh Drepped anchor at Ulithi at 1408(K), _
27 March Underway at 0914(K), Gunnery exercises conducted.
28 March Gunnery exereises eonducted with towed far_gets,
31 Mareh Arrival in the Okinawa eperating ax;ea; —

1-2 April Flew air support missions for Demonstrat.ion Landing seuth- .
east of Okinawa, :

3~7 April Flew air support missions over southern Okinawa.

8-10 April Attacked airfields and installations in Sakishima Gunto.

11 April  Replenished in Kerama Retto anchorage.

12 April ICAP shot down enemy "Myrt" 15 miles bearmg 090 from task L
unit at 0920(I); body of pilot picked up by destroyer; ship's “ 3/
position was 24° 58* N, 129° L6' E, . Automatic weapons test-
fired, Refueled from 1301 to 1707(I). 2 3
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U,S,S, SUWANNEE

CVE.2

ACTION REPORT ~ OKINAWA ~ PART IIY ~ CHRONOLOGICAL ACCOUNT.
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B.

Impertant Events (econtinued).

13 April
1y-15 April

16-17 April
18~19 April

20 April
21 Aprid
22 April
23 April
24 April

25-27 April

28 April

29 April
30 April
1-3 May
L~5 May
6=7 May
8 May

9 May

10 May
1} May
12-13 May

Flew targét combat air patrels in Okinawa area.
shot down.,

Flew target combat air patrols and supply-drop missions in

Qkinawa area,

Flew air support missions over Ie Jima and southern Ckinawa.

Attacked airfields and installations in Sakishima Gunto.
Refueled from 0641 te 1022(I).

Attacked airfields and installations in Sakishima Gunto.
Replenished in Xerama Retto anehorage.

Attaeked airfields and inst&ilatioﬁs in Sakishime Gunto.

Attacked airfields and installations in Sakishima Gunto.
Conducted air defense practice.

Attacked airficlds and installations in Sakishima Gunto.

Refueled from 0705 to 1036(I).
for condition watch.

Conducted practiee firing

Attacked airfields and installations in Sckishima Gunto.
Replenished in Kerama Retto anchorage.

Attacked airfields and installations in Sakishima Gunto,
Flew air support missions over southemn Okinawa,
Attacked airfields a.nd installations in Sokishima Gunto.
Refueled from 0837 teo JJ.A6(I).

. Roplcaished in KEerama Retto anchorage.

Flew térget eombat air patrols in Okinawa area.
Attacked airfields and installations in Sakishima Gunto.
Flew target combat air patrols in Okinawa area.

(111)-2

Five "Sonia's™



e

IFIED PERMALD_‘ZIQ&LZ.ZT_
BY _i_ NARA = DATE _<f=2/-/0 __

S-E-C-R-E-T

S.5, SUWANNEE
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ACTION REPORT - OKINAWA ~ PART III - CHRONOLOGICAL ACCOUNT.
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B, Important Events ( ggn&@eg) .

14-15 May
16 May
17 May

18 May
19 May
20-21 May
22 May
23 May
24 May

25 May
26-28 May
29 May

30 May -
4 June

5 June
6 June
7 June
g June
9~14 June
15 June

16 June

19 June

‘Drepped anehor in San Pedre Bay, leyte at 1731(1).

Attacked airfields and installations in Sakishima Gunto.
Flew air support missions over southern Okinawa.

Refueled from 0716 to 0959(I). Condueted practice firing
with automatic weapens.

Replenished in Kerama Retto anchorage,

Flew target eombat air patrols in Okinawa area.

Flew air support missions over southern Okinawa,
Weather restricted air operations to local patrols,
Attacked airfields and installations in Sakishima Gunto,

Flew air support missions over southern Okinawa, TBM
exploded after landing (see Part VI - D).

Refueled from 0736 to 1013(I).
Attacked airfields and installations in Sakishima Gunto.
Replenished in Kerama Retto anchorage.

Attacked airfields and installations in Sakishima Gunto.
Secured planes in preparation for typhoon,

No flight operations.

Attacked airfields and installatiens in Sakishima Gunto.
Refueled from 0945 to 1254(I).

Replenished in Kerama Retto anchorage.

Attacked airfields and installations in Sakishima Gunto
Flew local patrols,

Attacked town on Amami O Jima and airfield and town on Kikai

Jima, Primagy target Kyushu was c¢losed in., Detached from

Task Unit 32,1.3 and departed ror leyte at 1950(1) 2y
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U.S.S, SUNANNEE (CVE-27)

ACTION REPORT -~ OKIN/WA
P4RT IV .~ ORDNANCE

0, ce teri and i t,

1, J/Ammunition was expended in AA praetiee as follows:

Caliber o Type No. of Rounds
5%/38 A, A, Common 96
51/38 VT Mk, 53 Mods 3, (uonthly Test) o

Lot = g4t

20MM HEI 265146

2001 HET 13,_245

2, The performance of all ship's ordnance was satisfoctory, No ship's
ordnance was used against the encmy,

3. No trouwble was encountered with Aireraft Ordnancce matérial with the
exception of the usual trouble with the Mk, 4 bomb shaekle, There were
many "hng" bombs, onc of which exploded as the plane landed aboard.
Details of this incident appcar in Part VI -~ D,

qurormanee of enemy anti-aigg:aft,

1. The outstanding feature of enemy anti-aircraft fire at Miyako and
Ishigaki was the absence of visible bursts, Occasionally, gun flashcs
would be seen but bursts rarely., However, medium A/A‘bursts of a bluish
white eolor were clearly visible on scveral occasions, ‘notably when glare
was absent and thc ceiling was high (about 12,000 ft, S

2, In general, light and medium 4/4 was aecurate; our planes were hit on
twenty-five oeceasions over these islands, and four plones were lost, All
the airfields on thesc islands' were strongly defended by A/A, but the volume
of fire was moagor or moderate, duc cither to an attempt to conceal
positions or to a shortage of ammmnition,

(IV)~1
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ACTION REPORT ~ OKINAWA
/ PART V_- DAMAGE
A, Battle Damage to Own Units.

1. This ship received no battle damage. :
2. Details of damage to own aircraft will be found in Part VI (A4)(3).

: "
B. Bgttle Domage Inflicted on the Enemy,

1, Details of damege to the enemy by air attack will be found in Part
VI (A)(4).

Ce. 1. Details of damage caused by explesion on flight deck will be found
in Part VI (D).,
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U.3,5. SUWANNEE (CVE-27)
ACTION REPORT - OKINAWA

PART V/- SPECIAL COMMENTS AND INFORMATION

SECTION (A) - AIR OPERATIONS (1) Tables of sorties and plane availability by days,
AVATTABIIITY TARGET SORTIES OTHER SORTIES
GROUND
DATE TRIKE ! SUPPORT SEARCH ASP
1945 ) VFIVT| VFIVT| VF{VT |TCAP OTHER VF|VT|ICAP! VT
FEB.
2h | 18112 &
25 118112 L1 2 1LV Tow
26 118111 L, | 2 |2 VT Tow
27 _j 1810 LI 81 2 |3 VI Smokers
}ARCH
5" 17110 2 VT- Tow
8 VF, 4VT Training
5 17]10 2 18 VF, 6VT Training
T 17110 8 L |2 VI Tow
EEneS e W leF‘. 2VT Traininﬂ-g-
i 17|10 Li &4 L !'1 VF Phote ~ 12 8
: 1 VT Observ,.
- 1 1 VI Smoker :
6 17:10 bl ol g | 6 11 VF, 7 VT Ferry
L L S .7
16 | 18i111 R R T
17 16|12 16 | 10 {1 VT Tow
HOE By 4 VT Training
18 16(12 21088 5 11°VT Tow
6 VF Training
19 | 15112 8 | 10 2 VT Tow e
20 | 2611 13 10 |, VF Radar Calib,
2.YT Ferry
1 VT Tow
23 1618 L 5
28 {19412 2l 2 Bl VT Tow
29 17112 «tef 8130 1
30 | 18}11 2L 1IL VI
______ A VE
331 19{12 2L 15
APRIL
1 19111 12! 9 T 28 L
2 18111 16 112 1 VT Propa=- 16 2
: ganda
3 1811 hlh 8 12 2
R 818 JA : 16 2
17]10 Lig 1 & = p /O
6 17111 8|8 4 11 VT Propa- 20 2 |1 VT Ferry
ganda | $3/
(VA (a)(1)=1 s \ 8
‘_\,,‘&»" * (\«’)G\\( i‘) =~ AW :\.
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U,5,5. SUWANNEE (CVE-27)

ACTION REPOBT. ~ OKINAWA « PART V/ =

+

SPECIAL COMMENTS AND INFORMATION =
SECTION (A) - AIR OPERATIONS (1) Table of

sorties and plane availability by days.

o~ o o

10 1161 9 12 3611
11 116] 9 11618 L 51 = VT Bessage Drop
12 1191 -8 Ly 16 [1 VT Photo 8 1 & VT Message Drop
13 112110 ; 1218 VT Coord, 12 e Message Drop
e 1111 9 119 114 VT Photo A 1 VI HMessage Drop
15 |13{10| 8| & 8 g 3 ) L |1 VT Ferry
1 VT Message Drop
16 | 14111 12 | 20 VT Coord, 8 5
i VT Photo : i
R Bl 2 VT Message Drop
A8 1331 4% : 8 “A
19 113111 2L, |1 VT Coord,
20 13131312 16 116 i ; 16 % 1 VT YMessage Drop
L 2F AR L 116 [1 VT Coord, 8 T VT Message Drop
22 118812 B ‘ . L 2
"23 117tk 1 let ¥ 5, |1 VT Photo” L |1 VI Message Drop
24, [13]11 \ L1 8 | oord, 16 | L |1 VT Message Drop
25 112[10 , 8 | 2 |1 VI Hessage Drop
26_112(11 (730 758 O 8 S
29 -3 33132 {3k 8 |1 VT Photo 20 6 |1 VT Message Drop
28 135]121151 8 L L | 2 |1 VT Message Drop
29 115112 8
30 115 _1.§ 14 L |1 VT Photo 15 [ : R
it Uﬁi‘% 16{11 | 16{16 12 5 2 |1 VI Message Drop
J
1 1150 9124119 T e 8 | 2 |1 VT Message Drop
st as 8} 17 4 [1 VT Photo 16 | & |1 VI Message Drop
3 120{12 [ 2016 L g | 2 |1 VI Messagc Drop
L 1510 [ B8] 6 e BT %
6 |15(10 | 23115 L [1 VT Photo 8 | 2 |1 VI Message Drop
g [20[12 B |
9 [20[12] 8| 8 L 2Tk
1o [a19[11116]16 A 16 [
11 {20]11 | 24114 A 16 3 |1 VI Message Dro
12 119110 | 2416 ol VT Message Drop_
13 19111 1 2711 1 VF_Photo 8 | 2 |1 VF Message Drop
1, [19{12 1615 8 {1 VT Photo 1 |1 VT Mossage Drop
15 PR AL 8 2 |2 VI Message Drop
16 {19{11116] 8 1 VF Strike Spare
1 VT Strike Spare
A 1 VT Message Drop
19 11911k 2 VI, LVF Ferry

s

(V) (4)(1)-3
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